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I will add a circumstance very similar to what
often befell Saint Isidore the Husbandman, who [89]
was wont to see the Angels guiding his plow which
he had left in order to pray—those blessed Spirits
choosing, without doubt, to perform his duty while
he performed theirs.

A very virtuous woman, who saw herself burdened
with three children, the eldest of whom was but four
years old, and who, moreover, lived at a great dis-
tance from the Church, was extremely hindered on
Holy days in the discharge of her devotions. Yet
she did not cease to come to the Chapel of Saint
John and to attend the assembly of the Holy Family,
with great punctuality, although always with much
disquiet and fear for her children. One day when
she had left them asleep in her house, she was greatly
surprised, on her return, to see them upon their
beds, very carefully dressed, and provided with
breakfast, just as she was wont [go] to give it to
them. Upon asking her eldest girl who had thus
dressed them in her absence, the child, who is very
intelligent for her age, could tell her nothing about
it except that it was a Lady clothed in white whom
she did not know —although she knew very well all
the women of the neighborhood; and that, besides,
she had but just gone out, and her mother must have
met her on entering.

Many have piously believed that the Blessed Virgin
herself was pleased to calm this good woman’s
anxieties, and let her know that, after taking the
usual precautions for her children, she was to leave
the rest to the protection of the Holy Family.

What renders such an opinion plausible is that the
mother found the door [g1] of the house closed, just



